THE PARIS CONGRESS, AND A TOUR IN EUROPE.
From the first of August, 1900, when he is seen in Paris, until the middle of the following December when he returned unexpectedly to India, the Swami stayed mostly in Paris and for a short time at Lannion in the province of Brittany, and made a tour visiting Vienna, Constantinople, Athens and Egypt, stopping in each place for a few days only, He remained in Paris until the evening of the twenty-fourth of October, when he boarded the train which bore him eventually to Stamboul,
In Paris he was at first the guest of Mr. and Mrs, Francis Leggett at their handsome residence in the Place des Etats Unis. Later, on his return from Brittany, where he was the guest of Mrs, Ole Bull, he lived with Monsieur Jules Blois, a famous philosopher, journalist, literary writer, and student of comparative religions, in order that thereby he might become more proficient in the French language, as his host and his household spoke nothing but French.
While the guest of Mr. and Mrs. Leggett, the Swami met numerous distinguished people, His hosts entertained largely and lavishly and held numerous salons, at which celebrated men of all departments of knowledge and culture gathered, among them being noted poets, philosophers, professors, sculptors, painters, scientists, singers, actors and actresses and moralists. The Swami was a welcome guest at these salons which lent an attractive brightness to the opening of the season in that fascinating city. The conversaziones proved splendid opportunities for him in spreading his message and exchanging ideas with many leading thinkers of the West, all of whom were deeply impressed with the breadth and depth of his intelligence and with the grandeur of his personality.
